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OPERATIONS 

 

By Tom Kane 
   As you all may know, SAFEBoat 611 met an 
untimely end this June. It was engaged in a QE 
exercise in Shotgun Cove when the call came from 
Coast Guard Valdez that there was a boat in tow 
that was taking on water and their bilge pumps 
were keeping up with the incoming water. The 
distressed boat was by the north end of Knight 
Island. The good Sam that was towing him did not 
want to go all the way back to Whittier and was 
asking to be relieved of the tow. The SAFEBoat 
611 broke off the exercise with Papa’s Dream and 
headed in the direction of the distressed vessel. As 
SAFEBoat 611 neared North Culross Passage it 
experienced a momentary loss of power followed 
by a total shut down.     
   Papa’s Dream was summoned to assist 611 and 
Valdez dispatched the cutter Long Island to assist 
the original distressed vessel. SAFEBoat 611 was 
towed back to the harbor and placed on a trailer 
and taken to the mechanic in Seward for a 
diagnosis. At this point, DIRAUX was committed 
to repairing the boat if the cost was reasonable. 
The estimate came back very high and it was 
decided to not repair the boat. Keep in mind that a 
newer standardized SAFEBoat was supposed to be 
arriving in the near future but would probably not 
go into service until the spring of 2009.  
   In the meantime, it was thought that the Sound 
could be covered by adding an additional 
Operational Facility. Due to varying 
circumstances, getting five OPFACS underway  

 
per weekend has been difficult. Sector Anchorage 
felt that Western Prince William Sound needed a 
SAFEBoat to complete the season. They worked 
with Station Valdez and the DIRAUX and 
managed to set up the transfer of a 27 foot 
SAFEBoat from Station Valdez to the Whittier 
Flotilla. 
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  This would be on a temporary basis until 611’s 
replacement was operational. We were given a 
week notice of the transfer and were asked to 
provide some 611 coxswains and crew who might 
be interested in recertifying on this 27’ platform, 
knowing that we would have to go through the 
process again on the 25‘ replacement SAFEBoat 
for 611.  
   SAFEBoat 612 left Valdez, had to turn back to 
base to have the GPS rewired, and then arrived in 
Whittier at 1400.  

Whittier Flotilla 170-02-04 District 17 Alaska       Whittier Soundings        August 2008 
 



 
Photo by Stewart Sterling 

   The Coast Guard crew of the boat included a 
coxswain and crew and Master Chief Murphy 
from Sector Anchorage, who would do the QE for 
our coxswains. The three of them stayed both 
Saturday and Sunday and certified five coxswains 
and one crew. On the following weekend Master 
Chief Murphy returned to Whittier to QE four 
more coxswains. The Master Chief had reported 
back to Sector that the port outboard was not 
performing properly and was running a little 
rough. The following day a team was sent from 
Valdez to Whittier with a trailer. They pulled the 
boat from the water and worked on the outboard 
for a while and determined that there were some 
issues that would need to be addressed by a 
mechanic. SAFEBoat 612 was transported to 
Anchorage where it was brought to a local 
mechanic who estimated a two to three week 
repair time.  

Whittier Flotilla 170-02-04 District 17 Alaska       Whittier Soundings        August 2008 
 

   As I write this, the first of two 25’ SAFEBoats 
that have been used in Prudhoe Bay this past 
summer have arrived in Anchorage by a Coast 
Guard C130 and was taken to a local dealer for 
engine work.  
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The second SAFEBoat will arrive in a week. Both 
of these boats will be going into shops to be 
refurbished and probably won’t see service in 
Whittier and Seward until next spring.  
 

HOW TO REPORT 
MISSIONS AND HOURS  

BY EMAIL 
 

 

By Bob Harvey 
 

GO TO: www.cgaux.org
Click MEMBERS 
Click FORMS (under Member’s Quick Links) 
Click EMAIL FORMS (The third choice from the 
top) 
Select a Form: 
7029 (Member Activity Form – i.e. the “99” 
Form) or 
7030 (Mission Activity Report for PE, Patrols, 
MT, PA, etc) or 
7038 (Vessel Safety Checks) or 
7039 (Workshops) or 
7046 (RBS – Marine Dealer –Visits) 
Complete the form and enter your email address.  
Also, enter my email address bnharvey@gci.net as 
the Recipient:   
Click SEND.  
   That’s it. Normally I won’t send you an email 
saying I received it but I will if you ask.  
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PUBLIC EDUCATION 
 

 
   The Fall Boating Skills and Seamanship class 
starts Tuesday September 9. The class is held at 
the BP Energy Center and meets 6:00 PM to 9:00 
PM September 9 through October 28.  
   Dan Wagner, Lou Jones, Dave Brubaker, 
Charlotte Jones, Paula Krebs, Claude Barker, Tom 
Kane, Russ Lyday, Mel Cooper and Kathy Lyday 
are the scheduled instructors.  
    Any members working on your Instructor 
qualifications are encouraged to attend classes to 
observe the various instructors. This is a great way 
to learn different teaching techniques and how 
they can be used in different ways.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Anniversaries 
 

August Anniversaries 
Mark Parmelee  Joined   23 AUG 98 
Ross Bergman  Joined   15 AUG 00 
Sara Friesen   Joined   15 AUG 00 
Cathey Sterling  Joined   15 AUG 00 
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Stewart Sterling  Joined   15 AUG 00 
Joan Tovsen   Joined   15 AUG 00 
Rae De Ley   Joined   26 AUG 02 
Chris Pallister  Joined   15 AUG 02 
Doris Bender  Joined   30 AUG 05 
TJ Ivey   Joined   30 AUG 05 
Elmer Woodruff  Joined   15 AUG 05 
    
   Thank you for your service and dedication to the 
Auxiliary and to the Whittier Flotilla. 
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FSO-PB Cathey Sterling 
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